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74 Vasile Pugcag

and from there by train to the meeting place. William L. Shirer reports
that from the train window the British Prime Minister saw trains loaded

with German army troops and artillery pieces flowing in the opposite
direction all along the way. Hitler wanted to incorporate into the Reich

the German population of the Sudetenland, which belonged to
Czechoslovakia. Chamberlain had acted as an intermediary and mediator
between the Fiihrer and the Czechoslovak government. After several

rounds of negotiations, the Prague government agreed to cede the

Sudetenland, with a German population majority. On the evening of
September 23, during a new meeting between Hitler and Chamberlain

[the Dreesen Hotel on the Rhine], the Nazi dictator handed the British
prime minister a memorandum demanding that Czechoslovakia renounce

at the entire Sudet region and withdraws in three days from that territory
which was to be handed over to Germany until September 28,1938. The

Ftihrer's guest was stunned by this new claim and said that he was just a
"mediator" and could only send the document to Prague. And he

continued: "But this is simply an ultimatum!I' Hitler denied and

impertinently and ironically replied: "This is not a Diktat. Look the
document! It is called a memorandum."l Moreover, in a public speech

fsportpalast in Berlin, September 26, t93B), Hitler announced that he

was determined to enter that territory with the army, and told Western
negotiating partners that in a few days Germany would start the war. In
this situation, Chamberlain asked Benito Mussolini to be the mediator
between Hitler and England plus France (on behalf of the Czechoslovak
government). The conference of the four states [Germany, France, Great

Britain and Italy) was organized in Munich [September 29-30,1938) and

it decided to give total satisfaction to Hitler. It was not until late in the
evening, on September,29, that two representatives of the Czechoslovak
government were invited to receive the settlement of the agreement of
the Four. A map of the Sudetenland was placed in front of them, along

with a request that the region shall be immediately evacuated by the
Prague government authorities and troops. And to make the cynicism of
the Great Powers even more visible, Hitler and Mussolini committed
Chamberlain and Daladier themselves to present to the Czechs the

1 William L. Shirer, Le Troisidme Reich : des origines d Ia chute, Tome 1, Ed. Stoch Paris,
7972,p.527.
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Subcarpathian Ruthenia [on March L3, 7939, Horthy sent Hitler an

enthusiastic letter assuring him that on the morning of March 16 he had

scheduled an incident at the border with Slovakia). Germany was already

about to occupy territories where there was no German population.

Hungary was no longer guided by the principle of ethnicity, as Budapest

justified its entry into the Subcarpathian Ruthenia by a "sentimental

explosion" (as explained by Minister KSnyaJ, as noted by German

Ambassador Otto von Erdmannsdorff [November 19, 1938).4 Hitler's
preferred method in foreign policy was to pursue his goal by using the

threat of using force and even by starting a war. The appeal to various

diplomatic tools and methods was equally simulated, in order to give a
signal of legality. But he mostly used the well-known divide et impera,by
manipulating the interests or misunderstandings between certain

European states [more extensively in Central and Eastern Europe). In this

respect, one of the methods frequently used by Hitler and Ribbentrop

was the territorial compensation, accompanied by forcing compromise.
E.H. Carr, a historian and analyst of international politics, is really

helpful to a better knowledge of the theoretical framework and political
mentality of that era. Referring to the years of the interwar period, he

shows that states and political leaders sought to bring innovations to the

international system and most particularly to propose methods,

procedures and laws, as effective as it was possible for resolving conflicts

and avoiding war. Therefore, starting from the Lergue of Nations

Agreement, the creation of the International Permanent Court was

initiated and several arbitration treaties, especially those from Locarno

were concluded. This required the application of a judicial procedure

based on political agreemen! which made arbitration almost unfeasible.s

Especially because the mentality of political leaders was still dominated
by the conceptions of Realpolitik and the balance of power of the
nineteenth century. This meant that a change in the European or
international order was possible depending on the role of power, which
was most often assessed on the basis of the ability to use force in the

regulation of international relations. And E.H. Carr gave the example of

a Magda Adam, "Documents relatifs i la politique 6trangdre de la Hongrie dans la p6riode
de la crise tch6coslovaque (1938-1939)",inActa Historica, X, Nr. 3-4 (1964), p. 380.
s E.H. Carr, Criza celor doudzeci de ani (1919-1939) [The Twenty Years' Crisis

[1919-1939]1, Polirom, Iaqi, 2011, p. 195.
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mediator can be essential in establishing the principles and procedures of
the negotiation, but also in defining a viable solution.

Through the prestige of the qualities of impartiality and neutrality,
the mediator creates an atmosphere able to favor the option of the
parties for the application of the solution agreed.

,,Transylva nia and Transylvania Again"

Transylvani4 as a territory with its history and its cultural and

economic structure of the population has been in the twentieth century and

continues to be one of the topics much foequented by academics, the media

and, above all by certain political entities. This topic is often approached with
great passion, not only in Romania or in Cenffal Europe, but also in Western

Europe [including North America). Everywhere there are interested parties

who dedicate to the Transylvanian area manifestations from different spheres:

literary artistic, geopolitical, geostrategic and, of course, historiographical.

These concerns could be precisely explained by the passions' extension from
Central Europe to Western Europe, but also by the "game" played [past and

present) by the Great Powers of the world with certain emotions of the

peoples of Central-South-Eastern Europe. Transylvania has been under the

scrutiny of the government chancelleries and of the political and intellectual

media during the recent centuries and in the 21$ century as well. Transylvania

is being stirred by more and more analysts of the general European and

international issues in the amplified crucible of their interest. The research on

the history of this Romanian territory - Transylvania - could be resourceful

for those who analyze the history of European relations and the phenomena of
the modern and contemporary international system. There are many

prolifically dedicated studies regarding this topic in the whole world. It was

obvious in the twentieth century - and still is - the interest of the Great

Powers to get involved, directly or indirectly, in the developments around

Transylvania. The motivation for this attitude is connected to the conduct of
what, at certain stages, has been deflned as and - noteworthy - is intended to

be the Central Europe. Of course, not as a monadic individuality and not only
as an aspect of the German-Russian relations, but often in view of the regional

policies or the projection of the whole continent. One such case was the

attitude towards Transylvania at the beginning and the end of the Second
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historians T.V. Volokitina, T.M. Islamov and T.A. Pokivailova who, in
2000, published a volume of documents, with an introductory study by
Islamov and Pokivailova on the "Transylvanian question" and the
Romanian-Hungarian relations - from a Soviet perspective - between
1940 and 1946 [the volume was translated and published in Romania, in
20L4, under the supervision of Professor Onufrie Vinfeler).tt 151t

collection of archival documents demonstrates the Kremlin's insistent
concern for Transylvania, and especially for the characteristics of the
Romanian-Hungarian relations - which have interested Russian leaders

since the 19tt century. The Transylvania Study - A Key Problem (7943),
published by R.W. Seton Watson, shows the attention paid by Great

Britain to the same relations/ animosities between Romania and

Hungaryl2. Among the more recent studies, the paper on

Romanian-German relations, published by Rebecca Haynes in the second

half of the fourth decade of the last century, seems to be interesting and

useful.13 And Professor Paul D. Quinlan, one of the contemporary
American analysts of Western relations with Central Europe (especially
Romania), wrote that although the problem of Transylvania was

secondary to the United States, American officials were nevertheless

interested in the subject in order to prevent Transylvania from
continuing to be "a major source of friction in Eastern Europe"r+. This
thesis has been embraced since the fall of 1940, when Philip E. Mosely
published in Foreign Policy [October L940) his well-documented study:
Transylvania Partitionedls. The journalistic memorial volume of Rosa G.

Waldech a correspondent of the Newsweek publication, seems relevant to
the Romanian political atmosphere of L940, including the dramatic days

11 Problema transilvand. Disputa teritoriald romAno-maghiard;i URSS, 1940-1946. Docu-
mente din arhivele ruse;ti [The Transylvanian Question. Romanian-Hungarian Territorial
Dispute and USSR 1940-1946. Documents from the Russian Archivesl, Edited by Ovidiu
Vinfeler, Diana Tetean, Comments: O. Vinfeler, Eikon Publishers, Cluj-Napoca,2074.
12 R.W. Seton-Watson, Transylvania - A Key Problem, Classic Press, Oxford, 7943, p.20.
13 Rebecca Haynes, Politica Romdniei fagd de Germania intre 1936 gi 1940 [Romania's
Policy Towards Germany between 1936 and 1940], Polirom, Ia;i, 2003.
ra Paul D. Quinlan, ,,The United States and the Problem of Transylvania during World War
ll", in Romania between East and West, Publishers S. Fischer-Galali, Radu Florescu, George

Ursul, New Yo rk, 1982, p. 37 2.
ls See the study of Philip E. Mosely, in English and Romanian, in Vasile Pugcag, Philip E. Mosely
despre Transilvania;i Basarabia [Philip E. Mosely about Transylvania and Bessarabia] $coala
Ardeleand Publishing House, Cluj-Napoc4 2017, pp. 257 -284.
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